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The socio-ecological system approach describes the interaction between humanity and the natural
system surrounding it, based on the understanding of its importance to humanity’s ability to survive.
To preserve both systems we must understand their components — social and ecological — and their
mutual interactions. In Israel, these systems, are characterized by rich biodiversity, high population
density and multicultural pressure, most prominently the ongoing regional conflict between Muslims
and Jews, which produces environmental injustice, often targeted at disadvantaged populations,
usually from lower socio-economic strata, which are disproportionately affected by environmental
issues. Preserving socio-ecological systems must include working to minimize injustice done to
them through open dialogue, familiarity and mutual understanding. With these goals in mind, we
created an environmental education course for the Masters track in a teacher training college, based
on transformative learning and diverse pedagogies, in a series of field trips, which addresses the
socio-ecological systems in which the multicultural conflict is intertwined. It is designed to acquaint
students with the voices of individuals who often go unheard, and promote better understanding by
encouraging different groups to learn more about one another. This study sought to examine female
Jewish and Arab students' post course perceptions of socio-ecological systems complexity based on
interviews, written reflections and observations by course instructors.
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